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Apologies for the delay in sending out this month’s newsletter. I try to send it out  
before the end of the month but sometimes things don’t quite go according to plan.

Diamond Jubilee BBQ
 Saturday 23rd June from 6.00pm

The  division  will  celebrate  its  60th birthday with  a  family  barbecue at  Upper  Nash  Farm, 
Nutbourne,  Pulborough.  The price is  £5 for  adults  and £3 for  children and Andrew Riley 
(07917 101386 andrew_riley@btinternet.com) is taking bookings.  It’s essential to book or 
we won’t have any idea of how much food / drink to buy. The latest date for booking is 
Wednesday 20  th   June.   Any questions on fine details such as directions, is it ok if I turn up 
late or will my Ferrari fit down your bumpy drive ask Rupert Burne (details above) As with the 
annual supper, members are asked to bring either a pudding or a salad with them (Andrew will 
give some indication which is preferred so that we don’t have lots of one and none of the 
other). Everything else is provided.

Children are very welcome and may want to bring their swimming things.

Insects and Mites
Tuesday 10th July  6.00pm

A visit  to Sue Cooper’s rearing unit for insects and mites used for the biological control of 
plant pests. Bring your own picnic. Full details in next month’s newsletter

Check your Bees are not hungry
The recent bad weather so shortly after extracting rape honey has meant that some bees are 

very short of stores. Check your bees at once to see that they will not starve.
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Apiary Meetings
Saturday meetings start at 2.00pm, Wednesday meetings start at 6.30pm
Saturday 2 June
Wednesday 13 June
Saturday 23 June
Wednesday 4th July 
Saturday 14th July 
Wednesday 18th July 
Wednesday BBQ Please note there will be BBQ facilities after EVERY Wednesday evening meeting 
throughout the season. Please bring your own food, cutlery, etc

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

It is with great sadness that we have to report the sudden death of County Secretary John Hunt. 
He was known to many as the organiser of the WSBKA annual conventions. I have written 
more under the County News below. 

The season so far has gone off with a gigantic bang. There has been a great flurry of activity 
with  the Beginners and Improvers Day, a very busy teaching programme, a queen rearing 
programme that has been so well subscribed that we have had to split into two groups, and two 
Bee Health Days. The latter could not have gone ahead without the help of several members 
including Alan Pettit, John Glover, Jane Anderson, and Daisy. Thank you all very much. 

This month we will be celebrating 60 years existence of our Division. I was present at the 25th 

and 50th anniversary events,  and as I am now the longest serving active member by some 
distance perhaps you will allow me to mention a few things that have happened.

We  were the last  Division of  the Sussex BKA to be formed in 1947,  and the membership 
numbers rapidly grew, due mainly to a very charismatic man called George Wakeford, who was 
the best handler of bees by some distance that I have ever seen. I never saw him wear a veil, 
and he was capable of handling the most vicious colonies. He was not a technical beekeeper, 
and he would probably not have coped well with some of the problems modern beekeepers 
have, but his handling skills were much admired, and although he wasn’t a natural teacher, the 
more observant learnt by watching him. He was our secretary for around 20 years, and if he 
thought something needed doing he would do it. At one stage we went 7 years without having a 
committee meeting, although a committee was elected each year!

George Wakeford was born and brought up on a farm and started beekeeping at an early age. 
Many rural beekeepers were very poor and couldn’t afford moveable comb hives, so relied on 
skeps and boxes, but George used modern hives early on. He was a very kind man and on one 
occasion carried a WBC hive complete with bees 3½ miles on his back to help someone start 
up! He left the farm in his mid twenties to join a timber cutting gang, and to add to his income he 
started looking after bees for other people, and eventually this became full time. When I first 
joined WG in 1963 we had around 100 members of which 50% were George’s customers. I’m 
sure many didn’t know it but he simply added the subscription to their bill at the end of the 
season! The rest largely worked on the land in some capacity, many having 10-20 colonies and 
selling honey at the garden gate to augment their income. 

In the mid 1950’s the Midhurst Div joined W.G. and they handed over all their assets. In those 
days the Sussex BKA had boundaries and you had to join the Div that covered your area, which 
gave WG a huge catchment area, although rather sparsely populated. 
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When I joined there were no winter meetings at all, and summer meetings were at member’s 
apiaries, usually only about 3 a year. All that happened was that we would turn up, George 
Wakeford would inspect the bees, we would have tea, and then go home. Remember that many 
people were still working Saturdays, or would have to go early to do the milking etc, probably 
less than 50% would have a telephone, or a car, and transport was shared. Many turned up on 
pushbikes, or motorcycles, some with sidecars.

We were one of the first  Divisions to have a teaching apiary, and that has always been at 
Dounhurst Farm, although it has been on several different sites. This has made it easy to give 
tuition where members can see the natural progression of a colony.

West Sussex BKA was formed in 1972 and we were a founder member. I think it’s fair to say 
that WG members have regularly filled county posts with distinction. Certainly in my time we 
have been very go-ahead, but as with all organisations of our type we have had times when we 
have struggled.
What is remarkable is in sixty years we have had very few Officers, and purely working from 
memory I believe we have had 7 President’s, 3 Chairmen, 5 Secretaries, and 9 Treasurers.

The fortunes of WG have tended to follow national trends, and the most members we have had 
is 138, but we dropped to around 30 at one stage. The self sufficiency boom of the late ‘70’s 
saw a rapid increase in membership, but due to supposed “allergies” this disappeared in only 
about 5 years. In the last 3-4 years we have seen another rapid rise in interest, but I think it will 
be sustained as many are genuinely interested in bees and will stay the distance.

Frames and Foundation

Frames and foundation are on sale from the division at  Apiary meetings.  Frames are 60p, 
shallow foundation 40p, brood 70p. It makes life much easier if you have the correct money to 
hand.

Also we have an arrangement with Paynes that orders placed with Paynes can be (courtesy of 
Ray Noakes) be collected from apiary meetings.

Meeting Reports 

I am very grateful for reports of meetings that I can include in the newsletter. It keeps those that can’t attend in 
touch with what’s happening - Rupert 

Bee Health Days – May 19th and 24th Rupert Burne

This  workshop had been devised as a hands-on event  to  help  beekeepers  recognise bee 
diseases and the exotic pests that are now notifiable and that’s exactly what it did. Alan Byham 
our regional bee inspector and David Rudland a seasonal bee inspector started off the Saturday 
morning with a multiple choice quiz based on photographs,  Alan showed the photo an the 
screen and we ticked the box to say what was wrong (or right). I for one was ashamed of my 
poor performance in the quiz and I suspect that I wasn’t the only one to fail to recognise the 
foulbroods, chalk brood, bald brood and most importantly healthy brood. The first part of the 
morning was taken up with a discussion illustrated by slides and we all then felt we had some 
understanding of the problems. Everything became really clear when we equipped ourselves 
with rubber gloves and disposable aprons and looked at some real examples of American and 
European foulbroods. It’s one thing seeing photos and talking about these diseases and another 
seeing the real thing. We all felt a lot more confident about being able to identify problems or at 
lease knowing when something may be wrong and to ask for help. 
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Then there was lunch, an excellent barbecue at the apiary followed by the practical sessions of 
looking through some of the division’s bees. 
Everyone I spoke to afterwards thought this had been a really useful and enjoyable day and we 
are very grateful for Alan and David taking the time out of their week ends.

County News
County News from the Chairman Roger Patterson
(Telephone 01403 790 637 or E-mail r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk)

It really gives me no pleasure at all to be writing these notes. The reason unfortunately is the 
sad and sudden death of John Hunt on Monday May 14th. John had been WSBKA Secretary 
for a number of years, and was a beekeeper of over 20 years standing. He was a member of 
Worthing Division, where he had been their Chairman and more recently President. He also did 
a 3 year term as WSBKA Chairman. Beekeepingwise he will probably be best remembered for 
his organisation of the WSBKA annual Convention, and it is typical of his dedication that in the 
week prior to the last event in March he was in hospital with an infection, a fact that many 
attendees were unaware of.  John made no fuss about it,  declining any offers of  help,  and 
coping admirably. 
John was keen on increasing his knowledge and was a regular attendee of the BBKA Spring 
Convention and the Irish Summer School at Gormanston, and had passed a number of BBKA 
exams. He helped formulate the BBKA child protection policy, and alerted beekeepers to the 
dangers of ragwort honey.
He will be greatly missed by West Sussex beekeepers and we extend our sympathy to Sue and 
the family. 

In the short term the bees will be looked after by a number of beekeepers, and for the time 
being the WSBKA secretarial  duties will  be shared between President Brian Tolworthy and 
Chairman Roger Patterson. Please alter your contact details.

The Wisborough Green Division have recently had two Bee Health Days with a total of 40 
attendees, with people coming from as far a field as Berkshire. There seems to be an increase 
in Foul Brood in the area and identification is important. We also learnt about the exotic pests 
that are now notifiable.

As  you  can  imagine  these  notes  will  be  short,  with  Divisional  information  missing  simply 
because I don’t have details.

County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at all  
Meetings
Chichester – contact Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  
Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk  

For Sale or Wanted
Wanted More Beekeepers to take BBKA Basic Assessment - contact Audrey Gibson-Poole on 01903 
260914 for details.
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